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Christus Paradox
Sylvia Dunstan (1955-1993)

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.
You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
You, peacemaker and swordbringer
Of the way you took and gave.
You the everlasting instant;
You, whom we both scorn and crave.

Clothed in light upon the mountain,
Stripped of might upon the cross,
Shining in eternal glory,
Beggar’d by a soldier’s toss,
You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are both gift and cost.

You, who walk each day beside us,
Sit in power at God’s side.
You, who preach a way that’s narrow,
Have a love that reaches wide.
You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are our pilgrim guide.

Worthy is our earthly Jesus!
Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and vict’ry.
Worthy still your peace and strife.
You, the everlasting instant;
You, who are our death and life.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
You, who are our death and our life.



An audio version of “Christus Paradox” by Alfred Fedak can be found at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFHdmFadIl8 
You will need to cut and paste this link into your web browser.

Hebrews 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.   Consider him
who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow
weary or lose heart. 

Prayer*
Loving God, 
We find ourselves in a strange place.

 We are surrounded by beautiful chandeliers, comfortable chairs, a banquet of food
before us, but we are here to talk and act on hunger.  God, this is a strange place. 

In a rich nation and world, millions and millions and millions of children are hungry
and parents struggle to feed their families.  God, this is a strange place. 

In a country with wealth beyond reason, many of our decision-makers are seeking to
balance budgets on the backs of the poorest people.  God, this is a strange place.

God, our God, where are you?  Where are you, God, in this strange place? 

But God, you do not leave us alone in this place, in this world.  You take many forms,
but those with eyes to see and ears to hear, we do see you. 

We see you as parent – when food is prepared for us and our basic needs are met.   We
see you as parent, O God. 

We see you as teacher – when you bring all of us together from across the world to
learn from experts and one another about hunger and nutrition.  We see you as
teacher, O God. 

We see you as love – when someone shares a kind word with us or helps us with things
big and small.   We see you as love, O God. 

We see you as power – when you send us forth to speak truth to power to government
leaders or back in our home countries or in our neighborhoods and home towns.   We
see you as power, O God. 



So God in this strange – yet beautiful – time and place, 
Help us to know that this is your time and place.   
Help us to know that this is our time and place.  
Help each one of us to know and to be love and care, to know and to be teacher and
learner.  
Help each one of us to be your hands, your feet, your eyes, and your mouth 
As together we build this world, your world, our world – a world free of hunger.  Amen

*This prayer was offered by Kathy Pomroy at a Bread for the World gathering in 2011.  It was
described as speaking “of the paradox we find ourselves in as we make our attempts to serve God
and other people, live in the world around us, be present in the moment, and welcome a new day
of God's reign on earth.”  


